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1. What is TREC?

The NIST Text REtrieval Conference (TREC) is a leading experimental effort aimed at encouraging worldwide research into information retrieval issues. Participants in previous TREC conferences have examined a wide variety of retrieval techniques and retrieval environments in separate “tracks,” including but not limited to cross-language retrieval, retrieval of web documents, multimedia retrieval, question answering, and since 2006, information retrieval in legal discovery.  Each TREC track essentially consists of an international research project in which participating institutions apply their own chosen search methodologies to tasks consisting of searching for responsive documents in a public database, based on a set of “topics” relevant to the track.

For additional background, see http://trec.nist.gov/overview.html 

2. What does the TREC Legal Track consist of?

The TREC Legal Track was introduced in 2006, and is currently in its fourth year.  The aim of the TREC Legal Track is to evaluate search tools and methods as they are used in the context of e-discovery.  In 2009, the TREC Legal Track will consist of two tasks, an Interactive Task, and a Batch Task, as further explained below.  The Interactive task in particular has been designed to approximate a real e-discovery scenario, in which participants will be expected to produce a set of documents from a large public collection that are deemed to be relevant to one or more topics, represented by hypothetical requests to produce under FRCP 34 corresponding to a hypothetical complaint.   

The Interactive Task, we will use a version of the public Enron data collection.  The research exercise will consist of: (i) assigning each participating team to a “Topic Authority,” i.e., a lawyer-expert who will provide assistance in defining the scope of the assignment and answering questions about the contents of the Enron data set; (ii) providing for adequate time for each team to develop one or more computer runs for relevant documents; (iii) NIST pooling the results of all runs submitted, for purposes of providing sets of documents for relevancy assessment; (iv) a volunteer corps of lawyers, law students, and other individuals with legal training, reviewing documents for purposes of making an assessment of relevance; (v) an adjudicative round, where participants have the right to challenge assessments by appealing to the Topic Authority; (vi) a reporting round, where each team is expected to write up the results obtained from NIST in advance of the next annual conference in November 2009.
For more information on the Interactive task, see the TREC Legal Track Guidelines for 2009.

The Batch task will separately consist of re-runs of selected prior years’ topics, without use of a Topic Authority.    For the past three years, the TREC Legal Track has conducted research using the public “Tobacco Master Settlement” Web database of 7 million documents, as the corpus of documents to run search queries against, for 80 or so hypothetical “requests to produce documents.”   For more information on the Batch task, see the TREC Legal Track Guidelines for 2009.   
3. What is new in the TREC Legal Track for 2009? 
For the first time the TREC Legal Track will be using the public Enron data set.  Otherwise, generally speaking the Interactive task will be run in the same fashion as in 2008.
4. What version of the Enron data set is being used, and what special technical formatting characteristics does it have?

Please see the interactive task guidelines.
5.  Who are the designated Topic Authorities and what is their role?

The TREC Legal Track coordinators will select lawyers from among the available volunteers as Topic Authorities who have appropriate expertise and experience to serve as Topic Authorities.
6.  When is the TREC 2009 Legal Track set to begin and end?
The timeline for 2009 consists of the following rough time frames:  
June 2009  

Start of experiments

August 2009 

End of experiments
            October 2009

Relevance assessment completed
November 2009         TREC Conference in Gaithersburg, Maryland 
            February 2010
Results published
Additional details can be found on the Legal Track Web site.
7.   When will the results from the 2009 Legal Track be reported and in

       what form?

Participating research teams prepare reports describing their experiments, which are distributed on the NIST Web site.  The track coordinators also prepare a paper for that site that describes the organization of the track.  The principal reporting for scientific findings is in peer reviewed conferences such as the ACM SIGIR and ACM CIKM conferences.  Participants sign a form provided by NIST which strictly prohibits marketing or advertising of results, including making cross-comparisons with other participating teams and institutions.
8.   Who can volunteer and what does volunteering consist of?  How can I
      get pro bono credit at my law school for volunteering?

Please email track coordinator Jason Baron with your interest in

volunteering to perform relevancy assessments.  He can be reached at jason.baron@nara.gov.   The assessment phase should start in mid-August 2009 and proceed thru September 2009.   Although times will vary, count on spending approximately 20 to 40 hours in document review of on the order of 500 documents (with some volunteers being asked to perform a greater amount of review).  The review can be performed online, anytime 24/7 during the relevant period.  NIST staff will prepare an easy to use interface for performing online review.
9.     Where can I find out more background information on TREC and the
        TREC Legal Track?

There are a wealth of materials available on the NIST website devoted to past TREC research reports.  See http://trec.nist.gov (under Proceedings).  

The TREC Legal Track home page contains the Overview papers from the 2006-2008 rounds, as well as many of the underlying documents that have been part of the last three years’ of research.  See http://trec-legal.umiacs.umd.edu
Additionally, for further background reading, see TREC: Experiment and Evaluation in Information Retrieval (Ellen M. Voorhees and Donna K. Harman, eds.), MIT Press 2005.
The following is a further partial listing of available materials devoted to discussing aspects of the TREC Legal Track specifically:

Andrews, Whit, “The TREC 2008 Legal Track Teaches This: E-Discovery 

Searches Must Be Flexible, Documented and Transparent,” Gartner
Research (April 17,  2009), available for purchase, at www.gartner.com

 Baron, Jason R. The TREC Legal Track: Origins and Reflections on the First
 Year,  8 Sedona Conference Journal 251 (2007) (available on Westlaw/Lexis)
Boehning, H. Christopher, and Daniel J. Toal, “In Search of Better E-Discovery Methods,” New York Law Journal, April 23, 2008, available at http://www.law.com/jsp/legaltechnology/pubArticleLT.jsp?id=900005509469
Conrad, Jack G.,  “E-Discovery Revisted: A Broader Perspective for IR Researchers,” paper submitted at DESI I Workhop, Palo Alto, June 2007, available at http://www.umiacs.umd.edu/%7Eoard/desi-ws/

Krause, Jason, “In Search of the Perfect Search,” ABA Law Journal (April 2009), available at http://www.abajournal.com/magazine/in_search_of_the_perfect_search/

Losey, Ralph L., http://ralphlosey.wordpress.com/2009/03/04/jason-baron-on-search-how-do-you-find-anything-when-you-have-a-billion-emails/  
Roitblat, Herb, “TREC Legal Track 2008,” Information Discovery, http://orcatec.blogspot.com/2009/04/trec-legal-track-2008.html
