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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
TO BE PART OF 
TREC LEGAL TRACK 2008 
TREC (Text REtrieval Conference) 2008 Legal Discovery Track
Conducted by the National Institute of Standards and Technology
with the assistance of The Sedona Conference®
CALL FOR PARTICIPATION:  NIST and The Sedona Conference® are seeking “a few good” lawyers, paralegals, and law students to contribute to the third year of a world-class, state-of-the-art research project into the evaluation of competing search methodologies in the context of civil litigation, as outlined in greater detail below.  This is the third year that NIST has targeted litigation demands related to search and retrieval of documents as a new field of research.  For the TREC legal track to be a success,  approximately 110 responsible individuals will be needed to participate in an overall document review process which is to take place later this summer and in the early fall. The results of the research effort will be reported at the 17th Annual TREC conference to be held at NIST headquarters in Gaithersburg, Maryland, November 18-20, 2008.  In particular, students at law schools are very much encouraged to consider participating on a pro bono volunteer basis in assisting this important research endeavor.

What is TREC and what is the TREC 2008 legal track? 
The NIST Text REtrieval Conference (TREC) is a leading experimental effort aimed at encouraging worldwide research into information retrieval issues. Participants in previous TREC conferences have examined a wide variety of retrieval techniques and retrieval environments in separate “tracks,” including cross-language retrieval, retrieval of web documents, multimedia retrieval, and question answering. See http://trec.nist.gov. Each TREC track essentially consists of an international research project in which universities and, this year, e-discovery service providers apply their own chosen search methodologies to tasks consisting of searching for responsive documents in a public database, based on a set of “topics” relevant to the track. The TREC 2008 legal track will use the “Tobacco Master Settlement” Web database of 7 million documents, as the corpus of documents to run search queries against, for up to 50 new hypothetical “requests to produce documents,” modeled on real civil discovery (plus a selection of hypotheticals from the 2006 and 2007 track years). For more information on the TREC legal track, see http://trec-legal.umiacs.umd.edu/ (for the overview papers, scroll down to 2006 & 2007 Results).  TREC legal track results already have been highlighted as part of ICAIL 2007, the Eleventh International Conference on Artificial Intelligence and Law, in Palo Alto, California (see http://www.umiacs.umd.edu/~oard/desi-ws/), and at the Second International Workshop on Supporting Search and Sensemaking for Electronically Stored Information in Discovery Proceedings (DESI II), recently held in London in June 2008. See http://www.cs.ucl.ac.uk/staff/S.Attfield/desi/.  The TREC Legal Track has been cited in a recent leading e-discovery case, Victor Stanley, Inc. v. Creative Pipe, Inc., 2008 WL 2221841, at n.10 (D. Md. May 29, 2008), as well as in other legal publications.  Further scholarship is expected to be forthcoming from this year’s legal track in additional national and international forums.  
What is The Sedona Conference®?

The Sedona Conference® is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit institution and a leading legal think tank bringing together jurists, lawyers, experts, academics and others on cutting edge legal issues, through conferences, working groups, and publications.  Sedona Conference commentaries available on the Sedona website include the leading white paper on e-discovery: The Sedona Principles, Second Edition: Best Practices, Recommendations and Principles for Addressing Electronic Document Production (2007). For more information, see www.thesedonaconference.org (click on publications).  
Why is The Sedona Conference® involved in the TREC Legal Track?

One important part of the current work of The Sedona Conference® Working Group on Electronic Document Retention & Production has been to develop a legal commentary on search and retrieval issues, as well as partnering with outside entities on research efforts in this area.  (A Sedona Conference® Best Practices Commentary on Search and Information Retrieval Methods Used In E-Discovery was released in August 2007 – see www.thesedonaconference.org under Publications link.  In 2005, NIST accepted a proposal for a new “legal discovery track” with the expectation that The Sedona Conference® would be able to assist in generating interest and supplying assistance, including in drafting hypothetical complaints and topics, and facilitating the process of obtaining an ample number of volunteers with some legal experience to aid in the overall research effort.  The continuing results of the TREC research will help to better educate the greater legal community in evaluating the use of different types of search and retrieval methodologies in future legal settings.
Who is an appropriate “volunteer”?

Attorneys, paralegals, and law students (in any academic year) who either have or expect to someday have experience in “document review” in a real world civil discovery context would be appropriate persons to volunteer.  This is a great opportunity to gain valuable document review experience in a “risk free” academic setting.   
What is the level of time commitment being asked for?

Each volunteer will be expected to review a set of documents for purposes of making “relevance judgments,” i.e., with respect to each document in a collection, whether the document should be considered either responsive or nonresponsive to the given hypothetical FRCP 34 production request.  For example, a request might be: “Provide all documents which link tobacco smoke to childhood asthma or other respiratory diseases, created between 1980 and 1990.”  The volunteer will review a “pooled” set of documents which represent the search results of each participating institution.  Each volunteer will be expected to make responsiveness/nonresponsiveness calls using a Web interface on his or her own desktop computer (either at the workplace or elsewhere).  Note: for some topics, volunteers will be asked to code documents as either “highly relevant,” “relevant,” or not relevant.  The size of each total “pool” will vary according to topic, but a minimum commitment of signing up to review 500 documents on one topic will be needed for the project to be a success.  Experience gained in the first year of the legal track indicates that approximately 20 to 25 documents can be reviewed in an hour; thus, the time commitment being asked for is approximately 20 to 40 hours (where actual review times may vary).  Training materials including a “2008 How To Guide for Assessors” will be given in advance as an aid in performing the review.
When does the TREC legal track need volunteers to assist?

Volunteers will be assigned to one or more of the the separate “tasks” being run within the track this year (there are three so-called “tasks” for the actual participants submitting computer runs, the details of which are explained on the TREC website).  For the Ad Hoc and Relevance Feedback Tasks, reviewers are needed starting the week of August 18, 2008 through September 15, 2008 to perform document review tasks. The Interactive Task is expected to begin on or about September 15, 2008 and run through mid-October 2008.  (Unfortunately, the TREC calendar is not easily adjusted; the “pools” of documents for volunteers to review will not be ready much before the start of each task, and time is needed after the volunteer assessment phase is completed to collect the results and have reports written in time for the November conference.)   Please note that the 20+ hour time commitment need not take place all at once – it can be spread out over the entire four week period, to accommodate vacation schedules, etc.  Additionally, the judging platform on a designated web page is expected to be available online 24/7, to enable volunteers to participate at their own pace and at any time of day or night.  
What do I need to do if I wish to be a volunteer?  
If you’re interested in being part of this research project, please contact Jason R. Baron, Director of Litigation at the National Archives and Records Administration and Co-Chair of The Sedona Conference® Search and Retrieval Sciences Team, to express your interest and/or to follow up with questions.  Volunteers will be accepted on a first come, first accepted basis until we have enough volunteers to sustain judging for all topics. Jason can be reached by email at jason.baron@nara.gov, or by phone at 301.837.1499.   
Thank you for considering participating in TREC Legal Track 2008!
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